Evaluating the merits of interdisciplinary education.
This article describes interdisciplinary education initiatives developed at Columbia University in the USA and cites the difficulties encountered in implementing such a programme. The author also discusses problems in evaluating such initiatives, and some of the administrative, educational and professional factors involved. She argues that while there may be some resistance among educators to formal interdisciplinary collaboration, students appear more open to the idea. The author concludes that the changing health care environment makes it increasingly important to find successful methods of delivering such programmes.